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Revelation Chapter Two 

Jesus refers to these seven churches as seven lamps or candlesticks because He wants to help them shine 
brighter. To help them, He will (1) praise them for their good qualities, (2) rebuke them for their faults, (3) appeal 
to their heart for repentance and reformation, and (4) offer them a special reward for their positive response to 
obedience.  

As we study these seven churches, keep in mind that God is teaching us to help one another shine brighter as 
well.  

As we go through the seven churches, we will (1) give the verse reference, (2) identify the period of time it 
represents during the Christian era, (3) identify the main condition of the church, (4) give a brief history of that 
city or church era, (5) interpret the various parts of the message, and (6) consider how we can help one another 
shine brighter for Jesus.  

Ephesus 2:1–7 

Time Period 
Early church, AD 31–100 

Spiritual Condition 
They had lost their first love for Jesus. 

History  
The individuals credited with starting the church in Ephesus were Aquila and Priscilla, a dedicated lay couple; 
Apollos, an eloquent evangelist; and the apostle Paul, who spent three years in Ephesus. See Acts 18–20.  

Description of Jesus 2:1 
Jesus describes Himself as the One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, indicating His ability to protect and 
strengthen His saints. He is seen walking in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, indicating His very 
presence with them. 

Commendation 2:2, 3  
Jesus begins by commending them for their works, toil, and patient endurance. He commends them for testing 
others who call themselves apostles but are not.  

Rebuke 2:4, 5 
After Jesus commended them He expressed this concern, saying, “I have somewhat against thee, because thou 
hast left thy first love.” The Ephesian Christians were religious, conservative, active saints. They had all the right 
doctrines. However, they had left behind those original deep affections they had for Jesus. Were they now 
practicing all these Christian virtues out of a sense of duty instead of love? That was the danger. 
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Commendation 2:6 
After the rebuke, Jesus then told them another thing that He appreciated about them. He commended them for 
hating, not the Nicolaitans, but the works of the Nicolaitans. Jesus hated their works as well. 

Who were the Nicolaitans? Irenaeus, a second-century minister who grew up near Ephesus, referred to them as 
professed Christians who taught that it was okay to break the Ten Commandments as long as you still believed in 
Jesus. The Nicolaitans did not see a problem with being a Christian and committing adultery or eating flesh 
offered to idols. However, the beloved John wrote in his first epistle, “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John 2:4. 

Reward 2:7  
After the first commendation, His rebuke, and a second commendation, He then shared with them the reward for 
overcoming their lovelessness. Jesus told them, “I will grant to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the paradise of 
God.” Obviously, this promise was not for the Ephesian Christians alone, but for all who manifest their love 
relationship with Jesus by being obedient to His Word.  

Application 
What do you say to someone that has left their first love for Jesus? Do you just rebuke them? Do you overlook the 
issue? I had an employee who was very religious. She was a hard worker, very conservative in her views, but 
obviously left her first love for Jesus by the way she was treating others roughly. I decided to follow the Ephesus 
plan to help her shine brighter for Jesus.  

I began by commending her for things that I appreciated about her work and about herself. Then I shared with her 
what I was concerned about. I followed that up with another commendation, and then shared with her what I 
thought the blessings would be if she overcame her harshness with others. As she cooperating with the Holy 
Spirit, she became more tolerant of others, and had even apologized for her harshness at times. She was 
definitely shining brighter.  

Smyrna 2:8–11  

Time Period 
Time of Persecution, AD 100–313  

Spiritual Condition 
Smyrna was the church under many trials and persecutions. 

History  
We are not sure who started the Smyrna church, but Paul had been working in nearby Ephesus for three years. 
See Acts 20:31. As in most cases, the raising up of a church is the work of many people with varying talents. The 
church in Smyrna was a persecuted church. It was slandered by false Jews, and it was slated to be tormented by 
Satan and to receive “tribulation” for “ten days.” Some of its members were to be imprisoned, and some would 
be put to death.  

Description of Jesus  
Jesus identifies with these persecuted saints by introducing Himself as He “which was dead, and is alive.” This, of 
course, would encourage the Smyrna believers to maintain their fidelity to God no matter the trying 
circumstances. They knew that the future eternal life was one without pain, suffering, and death. 
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Commendation 2:9  
In His commendation to the Smyrna Christians, Jesus says, “I know thy works, and tribulations, and poverty.” 
Jesus knew what it was like to work under hostile conditions. These Smyrna Christians themselves continued in 
good works while they were being persecuted. They could only do this by focusing on the needs of others, rather 
than themselves. Perhaps Jesus is telling us that the best way to overcome adversity is to meet the needs of those 
around us. 

Reward 2:10, 11  
Appropriate to their trying circumstances, Jesus provided them with a twofold promise of eternal life. “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” “He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death.”  

Of course, this promise is offered to all who are “faithful unto death.” There is a crown waiting for all who triumph 
over their sinful nature. For all who would rather endure persecution than to disobey God, there is no second 
death.  

What is the second death? We know that everybody dies once, for the wages of sin is death. See Romans 6:23. 
Ever since sin entered our world there has been death for all living things. But not everybody has to die twice. If 
you are born twice, you will only die once. Everybody is born once, but not everybody is born again. If you are 
born again, and remain faithful unto death, you will not face the second death. The Bible says, “And death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” Revelation 20:14. The second death is the lake of 
fire. Those who were only born once will die the second death in the lake of fire.  

Application 
There was no rebuke for those in Smyrna. We could assume that there was no need of any rebuke. They were a 
very healthy church with no real problems. Even so, there is a very important lesson for us in helping others shine 
brighter for Jesus  

What do you say to a faithful fellow believer who is under a lot of persecution from others? Do you go to them 
and tell them what you do not like about them? I believe that Jesus is telling us to commend and encourage them. 
There is a time and a place for rebuking, but it is not when an individual is faithfully ministering to others while 
they themselves are being persecuted. Remember, we are trying to cooperate with divine agencies to help others 
shine brighter for Jesus. 

Pergamos 2:12–17 

Time Period 
AD 313–538 

Spiritual Condition  
Too close to Satan.  

History  
Jesus said to the congregation of Pergamos, “I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat 
is.” Revelation 2:12. Pergamos was the site where the first temple was dedicated to worship of the emperor of 
Rome. This occurred in 29 BC, in honor of Caesar Augustus. At the very time John wrote these words, Christians 
were being persecuted for refusing to worship the emperor Domitian (AD 81–96), who insisted on being 
worshiped as lord and god.  
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During this prophetic time of the Pergamos Christian era, we find emperor Constantine in the fourth century 
meshing Christianity and paganism together. He lavished the Church of Rome, giving her gifts both financial and 
political. It was during this time that the Papacy was developing and Satan was establishing his seat within the 
church structure.  

Description of Jesus  
Jesus is described as He “which hath the sharp sword with two edges.” Paul wrote:  

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12, 13.  

The power of God’s Word is described here because apostasy from the truth is creeping into the church. No 
matter the sincerity of those who bring in error to the church, the Word is powerful and will cut like a two-edged 
sword. It is not wise to mesh truth and error, for such is the work of Satan. 

Commendation 2:13  
Christ is pleased with some in Pergamos, for in spite of so wicked an environment, some have not denied the 
faith, “even in those days wherein Antipas who was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan 
dwelleth.”  

This faithful Antipas represents thousands who refused to either worship the emperor or to participate in the 
paganizing of the church. Anti means opposed to or to be against. Pas or Papas means father or pope or one who 
takes precedence. In other words, God had a faithful group of men, women, and children who were against the 
one trying to take precedence over all others. They were against the development of the pas or papas or papacy.  

Remember, it took centuries for the Papacy to develop and take hold of the reigns of the Roman Empire. It was 
especially during these years of 313–538 that the Papacy really took form in preparation to control the empire 
both religiously and politically by AD 538.  

Rebuke 2:14–16 
While God could commend Antipas and other faithful saints that spoke out against the development of the 
Papacy, Jesus could not commend those who did just the opposite. Instead of taking a stand for truth they 
accepted the “doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.” Jesus added, “So hast thou also them that hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.”  

We had learned earlier that the Nicolaitans taught that faith in Christ released them from keeping God’s 
commandments, particularly the commandments dealing with adultery and idol worship. Obviously, certain ones 
during the Pergamos Christian era were committing spiritual adultery by meshing the church and state together. 
They also tampered with God’s Ten Commandments by doing away with the commandment to forbid the worship 
of idols, and changing the Sabbath from the seventh day to the first day of the week. All this was done to make 
the church popular before the masses of pagans within the empire.  

Jesus also rebuked them for accepting the teaching of Balaam. The historical Balaam was an Old Testament 
prophet turned bad. See Numbers 25:1–9; 31:16. After serving God for many years, Balaam accepted the offer of 
a bribe from Balak, King of the Moabites, who wanted him to curse the Israelites so that Israel would be unable to 
defeat the Moabites in battle.  
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God worked a miracle to keep Balaam from cursing Israel, but Balaam was so determined to get the bribe that he 
advised King Balak to invite the Israelites to a pagan festival, supplied with women and wine. Apparently Balaam 
reasoned that if he could get the Israelites to sin seriously, God Himself would curse them.  

King Balak followed Balaam’s devilish plan, and many Israelites succumbed to the temptation of alcohol and illicit 
sex. God did not curse all of Israel, but He did order that those who had cooperated with Balaam should be 
hanged. In all, 24,000 Israelites perished. In like manner, it makes you wonder how many millions will perish 
because of the apostasy developing during the third, fourth, and fifth centuries of the Christian era. 

Out of love Jesus warns these apostates to repent. See Revelation 2:16. Otherwise, Jesus said solemnly, “I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.” The sword represents the 
punishment that will result if they do not repent.  

Reward 2:17 
“To him who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name 
written on the stone which no one knows except him who receives it.” 

Jesus is the Bread of life. He is the hidden manna that came down from heaven. Only by turning back from 
following the Nicolaitans and Balaam can we receive Jesus as our nourishment. Church leaders that continue to 
lead church members into idolatry and commandment-breaking cannot receive this reward or promise. To him 
that overcomes these pagan ways Jesus will give a new name corresponding to his new character.  

Application:  

There was no rebuke for those who were fighting against apostasy in the church. These faithful individuals 
encourage us to stand for truth though her champions are few. 

To those who are compromising the faith and getting too close to Satan, we need to take them to the Word of 
God and encourage them to repent. We are not to try to persuade them with our opinions. There is no power in 
our opinions. However, there is power in God’s Word. But it is not enough just to open the Word, we should 
encourage people to make a commitment to the truth. After all, how can people shine for Jesus while they are 
espousing falsehoods? 

Thyatira 2:18–29 

Time Period  
AD 538–1798 

Spiritual Condition  
The church that tolerates Jezebel. 

History  
The city of Thyatira was not a seaport, but it was located on a main highway. It was a city known for its purple 
goods. See Acts 16:11–15. Historically, the Thyatira era represents the time of Papal supremacy. It was from the 
years of 538 to 1798 that the Church of Rome ruled both civilly and religiously. It was a time when the church and 
the state were united. What was the result? Millions of innocent Christians were murdered by this church 
institution.  
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Description of Jesus 2:18  
Jesus is described as “the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass.” 
The emphasis of Jesus as the Son of God is due to the Papacy’s high claims as God on earth. But it is Jesus’ eyes 
that can see all things and judge aright. It is His feet of fine brass that point to His authority over the church. It is 
Jesus that is the only Mediator between God and man. See 1 Timothy 2:5. He alone is the High Priest of the 
Christian faith. See Hebrews 2:14–18; 4:14–16; 8:1, 2.  

Commendation 2:19  
Christ complimented those Christians in Thyatira, who lived a life of “charity, and service, and faith, and ... 
patience, and ... works” during the time when the structure was in deep apostasy. Jesus noted that their good 
works grew even better as time progressed, saying, “and the last to be more than the first.”  

 
Rebuke 2:20  
Whereas the Ephesians had rejected the Nicolaitans, and only some of those in Pergamos had accepted the 
Balaamites, the vast majority of the Thyatira church actually tolerated Jezebel—a woman who claimed to be a 
prophetess but taught and seduced God’s people “to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” 

Like Balaam, the real Jezebel was an infamous person in the Old Testament. She was a false prophetess married to 
Ahab, king of Israel. Daughter of the pagan king of Tyre, Jezebel brought pagan priests with her to Israel and soon 
converted most of the Israelites to the immoral worship of Baal. Many Israelites who refused to give up the 
worship of God were martyred. See 1 Kings 16–21.  

Ahab’s marriage to Jezebel represents the adulterous union of church and state. The result of such an unholy 
wedlock is the martyrdom of the righteous. The toleration of pagan Jezebel represents that period of church 
history when the Papacy ruled the state and had brought into the Christian community pagan worship under the 
guise of Christianity.  

Verse 21: The Church that Refused to Repent 

Like everyone in need of repentance, God gave the Church of Rome time to repent. He tried to reach them 
through churches that had remained faithful to God’s Word. Later, He tried to reach them through the reformed 
churches. But Jesus tragically predicted, “she repented not.” Any church that refuses to repent of her errant ways 
is an apostate church.  

Verses 22, 23: God’s Judgment on the Church of Rome 

As a result, she was to suffer from a dread disease. “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit 
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. And I will kill her children with death; 
and all the churches shall know that I am he whichsearcheth the reins and hearts.” This verse makes evident that 
all professed Christians are judged. As Paul himself noted, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.” 2 Corinthians 5:10.  

Verses 24, 25: God Still had a Faithful Remnant 

Faithful companies did exist at this time who were not associated with Rome and her apostasy. They were to hold 
fast to the light that they had received. This, of course, implies that more light from God’s Word was coming. As 
the Bible says, “But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
Proverbs 4:18. The Dark Ages of Papal rule was definitely not the perfect day. But light is progressive. Others 
would come along and build upon the faithfulness of those before them. 
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Those faithful ones during the Thyatira era were to hold fast until Jesus comes. This does not mean that Christ was 
coming before the close of the Thyatira era, but that signs of His return would begin to become manifest, such as 
the fulfillment of the 1260-year prophecy ending in 1798, and the unsealing of the Book of Daniel. See Daniel 
7:25; 12:4.  

Reward 2:26–28  
To him that overcomes the temptation to forsake truth for political, economic, and social gain, Jesus promises 
power over the nations and a rod of iron. In ancient times, a rod of iron was used by the shepherds. See Psalm 
23:4. Its function was to protect the flock from danger. Those who protect others from error will see the 
destruction of the wicked and will no longer suffer at their hands. 

The “morning star” that Jesus promises to give us is Himself. See Revelation 22:16. While the world seeks an 
alliance with the man of sin who exalts himself above all others, God’s faithful seek a full union with Jesus, the 
Light of the world.  

Application:  
What do you say to someone who refuses to repent? What do you say to church leaders who act like they are 
God? What else can we do but point them to the Son of God and His authority over all things. If they do not 
recognize the authority of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.  

What do we do when calls are made to unite the church and the power of the state? We are to speak out against 
it. The results of the union of church and state were demonstrated for over twelve centuries, from 538 to 1798. 
What was the result? Apostasy and murder. 

We are ourselves to live a life of charity, service, and faith. Seldom do we convince others of the truth simply by 

our words. There must be a demonstration of the power of God in our lives. We are to love our enemies, live a life 

of service to others, live by the faith of Jesus, be patient and kind, and do the works that Christ has for us to do. 

Then we can bid others to repent. 
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